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the figures given include the negro, and he is some-
what more homicidal than the white, but the white
rate is among the highest in the world. Blood
feuds actually exist in the Southern Appalachians,
though perhaps their number is not so large as is
commonly believed. The moonshiner's antipathy
to revenue officers leads him to use firearms upon
occasion, but homicide occurs also in intelligent
communities where the general tone is high. In-
dividuals of excellent standing in business or pro-
fessional life sometimes shoot to kill their fellows
and in the past have usually escaped the extreme
penalty and often have avoided punishment al-
together. It would seem that life is held rather
cheaply in many Southern communities.

Until recently much of the South has remained a
frontier, as some of it is to this day, and in frontier
communities men are accustomed to take the law
into their own hands and are reluctant to depend
upon inadequate or ineffective police protection.
Despising physical cowardice, the individual prides
himself upon his ability to maintain his rights and
to protect his honor without calling for assistance.
Frontiersmen are quick to resent an affront, and
when their veracity is impugned they fight. The
word "lie" is not considered a polite mode of